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ABSTRACT

TheGlobal Agecanbeunderstoodisan Ageof Interdisciplinary,ascomplexglobal problems
increasingly require interdisciplinary approaches. Interdisciplinary is a relatively nasaentular
approach yet one increasingly needed in the field of education. This study adymsttesondary
interdisciplinary teacher education reforms that effectively integrate disciblasedcourseworkwith
interdisciplinary coursesto preparefuture teacherso utilize interdisciplinary curricular approaches
in P-12 education. It conceptualizes interdisciplinasacher education basesh a constructivist
theoreticalapproachindebtedprimarily to State,and focusesespeciallyon literature in the field of
interdisciplinary studies, published in the India since 1997. The confluenogdfisciplinary and
constrictivist approaches, as well as interdisciplinary and disciplinarily aseamined.Existing
interdisciplinary teachereducationprograms, interdisciplinary teaching strategies,and curricular
designs are explored. This study provides a conceptual model that addressesteacher
professionalization jnterdisciplinary vision, global consciousnesand wide- awarenessand the
democratic dimensions of interdisciplinary teacher education. It conceptuatidésal and
socioculturalrelevant education, learnincommunities, studenentered educatiomoviceand non
specialist interdisciplinary inquiry, Deweyancognitive disequilibrium, interdisciplinary research
guestionsaandquestioningskills, interdisciplinaryintegration,andalternativeacademic structures an
resourcesn interdisciplinaryteachereducation.

INTRODUCTION

Interdisciplinary has burgeoned worldwide at an unprecedented pace and scope during
theGlobalandInformationAges,coincidingsincethelatetwentiethcentury (Apogel, Berger,
Briggs & Michaud, 1972; Beck & Kosnik, 2006; Lattuca, 2001; Pinar, ReynS8ldstery, &
Taubman, 2004). During this era, human beings have increasingly encoameeenefitted
from interdisciplinary, so much so that the Global Age cannuerstood irpart as a new or
revalorized Age of Interdisciplinary. Increasingly, problems are gaugeliitions are
discoveredandhumanexpressionaremanifestthroughinterdisciplinaryendeavor. There are
many explanations for the particular phenomeaad timeliness ointerdisciplinary in the
Global Age. Miller and Boix Mansilla (2004) state In a world wherest of the important
dilemmas refuse to fit neatly into disciplinary boxes, fosteringctdq@acity to synthesize
knowledgefrom multiple perspectivesio capitalize on distributed
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