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ABSTRACT

Presuppositioris a linguistictool that can be used in utteranc&he aim of using
presupposition in utteraneg to enhance theomprehension of what is beicgmmunicated
The purpose of the current studytasidentify the presupposition triggetygpesused by two
charactersn Kat hryn St ockett Mwny dasksom land iHillyhHolbrddle | p "
Furthermore, the study ainas conductinga comparison betwedhetwo characters based on
the types of presupposition triggeaad the purposéhey employed these triggers fofhe
data of the study arearefully selectedscenes that involve the two charactdilse scenesare
anaylsed using the proposed model of Yule's (1996) and Levinson's (1983) classification of

presupposition triggers.

The analysis of the data reve#istthe most dominant type of presuppositiaggers
thathave beermusedby both of the characters the existentiapresuppositiortriggers The
results show thathis typeoccurred(70) times which constitutes (69.3%)f the total used
types of presupposition triggemgoreover it has beetiound that thesecond frequentlysed
type of presupposition triggers is the lexical triggers (i 75%) percentage otcurrence
The two characters have used thesges in different contexts todeliver various
communicative goaldn other words, the presupposition triggarsused as énguistic tool
for the characters to deliver their thoughts and to communicate more smoothly

Keywords: pragmatic, presuppositions, utterances, communication
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PRESUPPOSITION interaction. Furthermore, the common
Presupposition: Definition ground also includes facts that the
interlocutors mentioned earlier in that

Griffiths  (2006: 83) defines . .
same conversation (or discourse).
presupposition as fAAshared beliefs that ar e

takenfor granted by th speaker or writer Presupposition Triggers

and are expected to be wused for
. . Presupposition_ is asso%iated with
interpreting the messageo. He further adds

. , the use of certain words, structures, and
that presuppositions are not necessarily

hrases. Linguists isolated these linguistics
had to be true. He justifies his view by P J g

. . . constructions and considered them as the
explaining that communication is
) sources  of resuppositions.  These
something that depends on the shared P PP

linguistics items and constructions are
awarenessof pretences and on shared

. . - _ called triggers That is to say, the term
ideologies, prejudices and national 99 Y

. ‘triggers' refers t&¢ h o s e Aipr-esu 0
stereotypes that are different from one 99 P PP

. e . enerating linguistic items". In other
individual to another. This is the reason g g g

ds, ition tri ignals th
why presuppositions are said to be shared WOTES, PresuppositiQl SI9ger signdls the

N presupposition existence (Levinson, 1983:
betweenpeople communicating by means

of language and share a mutumliefs, 179).

preconceptions and information, rather Yule (2000: 27) argues that there are
than knowledge since knowledge is certain words, sttured phrases related to
considered to be a true belief. the use of presupposition. Such linguistics

items and forms are regarded to be clues of

. . . . . potential presupposition; this tential
presupposition IS nlpn?orrgatqpon whlgoh IS
presupposition can only turn into a real

Kroeger (2019: 40) asserts that

linguistically encoded as being part of the

. resuppgosition when gpeaker in context
common ground at the tine f utter apn C %pg . ap

) uses it. Thus, whethe reader encounter a
The notion of common ground denotes the

text he/she will not I d it but al
knowledge and beliefs that both the 8 iy - Merely read i but aiso

comprehend the truthalue and the
speaker and hearer share. These shared P N

meaning of the context of the implied text
knowledge and beliefs include facts about g P

and understand the unstated information
the world,knowledge that can be observed

that these triggers implied.
from the current speech situation, likeet at tnese tnggers impflie
knowl edge about t he Acpordiagk e redirmsonc | (1083h e g17)0 r

about things that he carries at the time of presuppoi$ion generally is regardeds a
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"heterogeneous collection of quite distinct dialoge's turntaking, and all the previous

and different phenomena". He further adds shared knowledge about the aims and
that presupposition indicates those goals of the conversation. The pragmatic
assumptions or inferences that are built presupposition cannot be detected from the
into linguistic expressions. Based on this words and sentences constructions;
definition, prespposition tends to relate instead, it is detected from the general
the linguistic structure with extlanguistic contexts properties dnthe expectations

context based on the inferences that can be that are put forward by the participants of

made about this context from the linguistic  the discourse (Potts, 2015:3).
structure itself (ibid: 168). Pragmatically, presuppositions are
Asomething |ike the bac

Types d Presupposition Triggers .
yp PP 99 the speaker propositions whose truth are

Based on Yule's (1996) adel and taken for granted, or seem to take for
Levinson's (1983) model, the types of grane d i n making hi's S
triggers in the present study are classified Basically, we can say that the pragmatic

into six major types: existential (definite ~ notion of presupposition is something
descriptions); factive ( factive verbs )  related to the speakers rather than sentence

|ex|ca| (|mp||cat|ve Verbs1 Verbs Of and WOI’dS COI‘lStI‘UCtiOI‘lS (Stalnaker, 1974:

judging, change of state verbs, and 472).

iteraives); structural (comparative As Stalnaker (1975: 473) states that almost
construction Whguestions, cleft all the caversations cannot take place
constructions, and nemstrictive clauses) unless there are certain shared beliefs and
non factive (Nonfactive verbs) and shared backgrounds of knowledge between
counter factual presupposition the interlocutors.  Ultimately, the
(Counterfactuatonditionals). communication is only possible and

effective because of these background

Pragmatic Presuppositions assumptions and common ground. The

Pragmatic theory of psupposition is assertions the speaker makes during the
originally put forward by Stalnaker (1970, conversation can influence the common

1973, and 1974). The notion of pragmatic ground. The assertions that are considered

presupposition  involves the shared to be part of the common ground are not

background and knowledge that each of asserted by speakers because asserting

interlocutors have before starting the them  could ~cause nenformative

interaction such as the standard of statements and redurda At the same
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time, speakers will also try to avoid
asserting the propositions that are not
related to the common ground, because
this also

will cause

Additionally,

setlefeating
statements. when a
proposition is put forward and receive the
audience aaptance then it will become
part of the common ground. According to
Stalnaker, the communicative dimension
where the aim is to exchange information
can be considered as an ideal if the
presupposition made by the speakers are
compatible with beliefs belomggy to the

common ground.

Accordingly, a propositon P is
presupposed by the speaker "in a given
context just in case the speaker assumes or
believes that P, assumes or believes that
his addressee assumes or believes that P,
and assumes or believes that &ddressee
he
has
(Stalnaker, 1974: 473). That is to say,

presupposition based on this definition has

recognizes that is making these

assumptions, or these beliefs"

nothing to do with linguistic form. To put
it in another way, presupposition depends
on what speakers presuppose in the
common ground. In view of Stalnaker
definition of presupposition, it can be said
that the base of pragmatic presupposition
is the speakerMerschueren & Ostman,

2009: 199)

Moreover, other pragmatic approaches
such as Karttuen (1974) are less essential.
In these approaches, the linguistics form
still part of the pragmatic presupposition.
What is meant by presuppositions of
sentences are those that must be connected
with the context in order to make the
utterance suitable tohat context and
understandable. However, context is
defined is terms of speaker's assumptions:
it is a set of propositions "that describe the
set of background assumptions., that is,
whatever the speaker chooses to regard as
being shared by him and histemded
audience" (Karttunen,1974: 40&)verall,

it seems reasonable to say that pragmatic
presuppositions are related to various types
of knowledge of the world that are
assumed to prexist when an utterance is
made. They are determined by the total
coniext in which the utterance is made

(Adisutrisno, 2008:78).

According to Glucksberg and Danks
(1975: 115) the knowledge about the
world is necessary for the interlocutors so
that they can interpret and understand what
they hear. Correspondingly, Brown and
Yule (1983: 233) argue that the way
interlocutors interpret the discourse and
every aspect of their experience is
determined by this general knowledge.
This knowledge is made of different
factors including linguistic knowledge,

sociocultural, age, sex, vaujudgments,
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political, religious beliefs, etc. It shows the  METHODOLOGY
accumulated  experience  of  every

Models of the Analysis
individual, which determines the way y

he/she comprehends things, classifies the Originally, Yul eds

object in the world, forms associations, c|assification of presupposition triggers
and uses a language. Therefore, what has peen selected for the data analysis.
interlocutors consider as an appropriate However |, Y draneedosk lacks 9 9 6 )
utterance shows their knowledge about the labelling some presupposition  triggers
world. Thus, a sentence is seen as forms and subtypes in a detailed way.
meaningful only when there is consistency  Thys, the model of analysis can be
in the presupposed knowledge of the world  extended to include Levinson's (1983)
held by the interlocutors (Tyler, 1978: 33).  (lassification of presupposition triggers to
make the model more comprehensive and
appropriate for the presupposition triggers
analysis. The following chart illustrates

this model:

90

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES \




Volume: 11, Issue: 4, October-December 2021

Figure(3) the Model of the Analysis of Presupposition Triggers

The Data main characters in the novehamely

) Minny, and Miss Hilly. Minny is a black
The data of the study is a novel by
house cleaner, while Miss Hilly represents
Kat hryn Stocket't entitl ed AnThe el p*
] ) ] the white people and how they treat their
Kathryn Stockett is a novelist who is born
) ) } employees. Al t hough ATer
in Jackson, Mi ssi ssippi Her novel AThe
o ) ~ work of fiction, still it is firmly linked to
Hel po i s p whd beoreetlte 1 n
_ _ several and various political and social
bestselling novel at that year not only this _
issues. The novel mainly devoted to deal
but also after two years, the book turned _ _
) ] ] ) with racism, and caste based
into a successful movie. This study is S
) o o discrimination.
particularly concerned with identifying the

presupposition triggers used by the two
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DATA ANALYSIS The Scene
Presupposition Triggers in Minny's This scene takes place at Miss
Utterances Celia's house where Minny was telling

) N Miss Celia about the way she took her
For the analysis of presupposition _ . .
) o revenge from Miss Hilly after what she did
triggers in Minny's utterances, three scenes _ _ _
, ) to her. This scene is considered one of the
have beerchosen. Thecontexts in which _ _ _ _
_ main turning points in the novel. As a
these scenes happened are illustrated.
woman who has a remarkable name and
Then, the utterances are represented and _ _ . _
) ) ) statues in the white people's society, Miss
categorized in tables in terms of the type _ N _
o Hilly was terrified by the idea that
and form ofthe presuppositionsigger as _ _
) ) someone might know about what Minny
well as the presupposed information that _
) did to her. This event weakened her
are employed ithe utterances N o _
position and somehow limited her actions

against Minny and thether backmaids.

Table (1) Presupposition Triggers in Minny's Utterances (stockett, ch26,

P.84)
iAnd holwaoméldidit 6 | How come || Structural Wh-cleft Minny did something.
did it presupposition

AAnd that ddi thoil Existential Definite Minny (the speaker) i

presuppoiion description referring to herself.
iltell her to ejl Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i

presupposition description referring to herself.
i T h ego home. | mix up tha| | Existential Definite Minny (the speaker) i
chocolate custard pied presupposition description referring to herself.
fi T h ego home. | mix up tha] Go Lexical Change of statf Mi nnywas i n
chocol ate cust | presupposition verb home before she goes her

home.

i T h ego home.l mix up that| | Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i
chocol ate cust | presupposition description referring to herself.
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AThen grox_ughtbat| Mix up Lexical Chang of state] The pie was not mixed u

chocol ate cust | presupposition verb before.

fi T h ego home. | mix up tha] Chocolate Existential Definite There is a chocolate custa

chocolate custard pied custard pie presupposition description pie in Minnyf¢

fil puts sugar in it andB a k €| | Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i

chocolate and the real vanilla n presupposition description referring to herself.

cousin bring mi

fi lpussugar i n i ]Put Lexical Change of stat§ There was no sugar in the

chocolate and the real vanilla n presupposition verb before.

cousin bringme frm Me x i (

f put sitandarBglt Existential Definite Minny (the speaker) i

chocolate and the real vanilla n presupposition description referring to the chocolat

cousin bring mi custard pie. The chocola
custard pie exists.

i puts suBake|Baker 0s|Existential Definite There exists a brand ¢

chocolateand the real vanilla my chocolate presupposition description chocolate called the Baker.

cousin bring mi

fi puts swugar My cousin Existential Definite Mi nnyds cousi

chocolate and the real vanillay presupposition description

cousinbr i ng me fr (

i put s ts uagnadr Bring Lexical Change of stat Minny did not use to have

chocolate and the real vanilla n presupposition verb real vanilla.

cousinbringme f rom M

i puts sugar Mexico Existential Definite There exists a country i

chocolate and the real vanilla n presupposition description North  America  calleo

cousin bring mdérom Mexico. 0 Mexico.

fi ltotei t over t o Tote Lexical Change of statf The pi e used

house, where | know Miss Hilly presupposition verb home before she takes it

be setting roul Mi ss Waltersig

i tover to Mi|lt Existential Definite Minny (the speaker) i

house, where | know Miss Hilly presupposition description referring to the chocolate

be setting roul

custard pie.
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i t ot e Mi 5 s o Wsa Miss Walters | Existential Definite There is a woman calle

house, where | know Miss Hilly presupposition description Miss Walters.

be setting roul

fi t ot e Mi tss o Wal Miss Walters's Existential Definite Mi ss Walter 6¢g

house,where | know Miss Hilly| house presupposition description

be setting roul

fi tote it o v e| Where Structural Non restrictive| Miss Hilly is setting at Misg

house,wherel know Miss Hilly presupposibn clause Wal t er sés (

be setting roul house.

fi tote it ovell Existential Definite Minny (the speaker) i

house, wherd know Miss Hilly presupposition description referring to herself.

be setting roul

fi tote it o0 v e| Know Factive Factive verb Miss Hilly is setting at he

house, where know Miss Hilly presupposition mot her s h o mg

be setting roul

i tote it 0 v e| Miss Hilly Existential Definite There is woman named Mig

house, where | knowliss Hilly presupposition description Hilly. She i

besetting round daughter.

fiwai t itheghonfetw rcome| The home Existential Definite There exists a home for th

and get her mama, so she can | presupposition description old people in Mississippi

that house. Go through her silve Minny is referring the peopl

Collectherd e . 0 who are coming from th
home to take Miss Walters.

Afwai ting f orome| Come Lexical Change of stat{ The people from the hom

and get her mama, sbescan sell presupposition verb wer e not at

that house. Go through her silve home before.

Coll ect her dujy

Awai ting for t| Her mama Existential Definite Miss Hillyébs

and gether mamaso she can se presupposition description

thathouse Go through her silver

Collect her dui

Awai ting for t| She Existential Definite Minny (the speaker) i

and get her mama, shecan sell
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thathouse. Go through her silve presupposition description referring to Miss Hilly.

Coll ect her du(

Awai ting for t] Sell Lexical Change of stat{ Miss Hilly towns Miss

and get her mama, so she ezt presupposition verb Wal t ersds angcd

that sell it.

house. Go throl

Awai ting for t| That house Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i

and get her mama, so she can | presupposition description referring to Miss Hi | |

thathouseGo through her silved house. Mi s s
exists.

Awai ting for t| Her silver Existential Definite Miss Hilly has silver. Miss

and get her mama, so she can | presupposition description Hi Il lyés sil ve

thathouse. Go throudter silver |

i S o o h putatlsat pie down of| | Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i

the countertop, Miss Hilly smiles presupposition description referring to herself.

thinking itds |

i S o o n putatat pie down or| Put Lexical Change of stat{ Minny was holding the pie it

the countertop, Miss Hijl smiles, presupposition verb her hand before she puts

thinking itds | down on the countertop.

i Soon dmmt piedownuoh| That pie Existential Definite Minny is referring to the

the countertop, Miss Hilly smiles presupposition description chocolate custard pie. Thu

thinkiangeiatés o there is a Chocolate custa|
pie.

iSoon as | putiThe Existential Definite There is a countertop in Mis

the countertopMiss Hilly smiles, | countertop presupposition description Hillyés home.

thinking oiftfées ij

fi ._Miss Hilly smiles, thinking| Miss Hilly Existential Definite There is woman maed Miss

itds a peace of presupposition description Hilly

iSoon as | p u t| Thinking Non-Factive Non-Factive It is not a peace offering.

the countertop, Miss Hilly smiles presupposition verb

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES
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thinkingi t 6s a peac

iSoon as | putjlt Existential Definite Minny (the speaker) i

the countertop, Misklilly smiles, presupposition description referring to the chocolat

thinkingi_tab speace o custard pie.

flike t hat 6 s my w]| Like Non-Factive NonFactive That is not my way o

her 1 6m real S | presuppsition verb showing her that | am rex:
sorry about what | said.

sai d. o

ili ke thatds nflI'm Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i

herl & real sorry bout what | presupposition description referringto herself.

sai d. o

Aili ke thatoés n Whatlsaid Structural Wh-cleft Minny said something.

her | dm r evhdtl s | presupposition

said. o

ili ke thatds njl Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i

her | dm reall s/ presupposition description referring to herself.

sai d. o

i And Itwatehnher. | watch | Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i

her eat it mys:/| presupposition description referring to herself.

i And twatehrher. Il watch| Watch Factive Factive verb Minny is watching Miss

hereai t mysel f. 0 presupposition Hilly as she eats the pie.

AAnd then | watets | Existential Definite Minny (the speaker) i

her eat it mys:/| presupposition description referring to herself

AAnd t hen | watete Watch Factive Factive verb Minny was watching Miss

her eat it mys:/| presupposition Hilly eating the chocolats
custard pie.

AAnd then | wal It Existential Definite The speaker (Minny

hereaitmy sel f . 0 presupposition de<ription referring to the chocolat

custard pie.
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fiTwo big pieces.She stuff it in

Existential

Definite

There are two big pieces

her mout h I i k ¢ pieces presupposition description chowmlate custard pie.
eaten nothing
A Two bi gShestuffeitcire| She Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i
her mout h I i ke presupposition description referring to Miss Hilly.
eaten nothing
ATwo Dbig pi eitcireflt Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i
her mouth [k e she a presupposition description referring to the chocolat
eaten nothing custard pie.
ATwo big piece]jlike Non-Factive Non-Factive Miss Hilly did eat something
her mouth like s h e ain presupposition verb good before
eaten nothing |
ATwo big piece|She Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i
her mouth likesshea i nét e presupposition description referringto Miss Hilly.
nothing so goo|
i T h awthen $iss Walters, shg When Structural Wh-cleft Miss Walters says that sk
say she getting a mite hungry t presupposition getting a mite hungry too ar
and ask for a | asks for a piece that pie.
i That ©6Miss Whlters she| Miss Walters | Existential Definite There exists a woman nam
say she getting a mite hungry ti presupposition description Miss Walters. She is Mis
and ask for a | Hi Il yds mot he
AThat 6s when shdf She Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i
say she gtting a mite hungry tot presupposition description referring to Miss Walters.
and ask for a |
AThat 6s when M Say Factive Factive verb Miss Walters was hungr
sayshe getting a mite hungry tc presupposition and wanted a piece of th
and ask for a piece a thatpd pie.
i T h awthen Miss Walters, sh¢ She Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) ig
sayshegetting a mite hungry toi presupposition description referring to Miss Walters.
and ask for a |
iThat 8s when M Getting Lexical Change of stat§ She was not hungry before.
say shegettinga mite hungry tod presupposition verb

97
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AiThat 6s when h& Too Lexical Iterative Someone else was hung

say she getting a mite hungigo presupposition before too.

and ask for a |

AThat 6s when M Thatpie Existential Definite There is a pie.

say she getting a mite hungry t presupposition description

and ask for a piecethat pie®

i tell her, O N I Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i

oneds special | presupposition description referring to herself.

f tel |l mhkéiTat| Ma'am Existential Definite There exists a woman (Mig

onedpseci al for presupposition description Hilly) and Minny called her
ma'am because she works
her.

i tell h e r That| That one Existential Definite The speaker (Minny) i

onefpseci al for presipposition description referring to the pie. The pi
exists.

i tell her, Miss Hilly Existential Definite There is a woman name

oneds shissdilyalo | presupposition description Miss Hilly. She is Miss
Wal t er sds da
woman that Minny used t
work for.

Existential ~ Presupposition  Triggers above, it is clear that the most repeated

(EPT) in

Mi nny 6s

Ut t evordsnby eMsnny' during her exchanges

with Miss Celia were 'Miss Hilly' and

The analysis of the presupposition

other words that have a referent to her

triggers in Minny's utterances shows that

which indicates that Miss Minny commits

the existential presuppositionggers have

herself to the existence of Miss Hilly.

been used4Q) times with a percentage of

Furthermore, it also shows that Minny and

occurrences @66%) which makes it the

the listener (Miss Hilly) share the same

most used type among the other types of

background knowlege and that they are

presupposition triggers. From the tables

familiar with Minny and knows that she

98
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used to work for Miss Hilly. Minny, as a
person who becomes jaded with Miss
Hilly's vicious deeds, tried to deliver her
painful experience to Miss Celia in a way
that would makes Miss Celia seesttrue
face of that woman.

Lexical Presupposition Triggers (LPT) in

Minny's Utterances

The lexical presupposition triggers
that are found in Minny's utterances are
(10) with percentage of occurrences
(15.8®06) which makes it, the second most

employed presupposition trigger type by
Minny. Notably, the most frequently used
form of LPT is change of state verb (CSV)
(9) which gets 90%). Using this form of
verbs indicates a change or a shift of state.
Minny employed CSVs such as 'gone’,
'leave’, 'start,ccome' éetc. t o
way things has changed for her after she
lost her job. Therefore, this form of verbs
is used to state indirectly that it is taken for
granted that the state of Minny's life has

changed.

Table (2: Lexical Presupposition Triggers iMinny's Utterances

No. | Lexical presupposition triggers Frequency Percentage
1. Change of state verbs 9 90%
2 Iteratives 1 10%

Total 10 100%

M Change of state verb

M Iteratives

Figure (1): Lexical Presupposition Triggers in Minny's Utterances

99
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Factive Presupposition Trigger§PT) in

Minny's Utterances

The analysis of presupposition
triggers in Minny's utterances reveals that
the factive presupposition triggers have
been used4) times with percentage of
occurrences §.34%). This type takes the
third place among the most épeently used
types of presupposition triggers in Minny's
utterances. She employddctive verbs
mostly to presuppose that the information
comes after those verbs are facts, true and
taken for granted. Hearing these facive
verbs, the other party (Miss Caliwould
also presupposes that the information

comes after

Structural Presupposition Triggers (SPT)

in Minny's Utterances

The

triggers found in Minny's utterances are

structural  presupposition

(4) with percentage of occurress
(6.34%). The forms of the structural
presupposition triggers that are employed
in Minny's utterances aravh-clefts (3)
(75%), non-restrictive clauses(1) (25%).
Structural

presupposition triggers are

mostly used to indicate that the
information comes #&ér these structures is
true and already known to be the case,
therefore, it will be received by the listener

as something true.

Table (3: Structural Presupposition Triggers in Minny's Utterances

No. | Structural presupposition triggers Frequency Percertage
1. Wh-clefts 3 75%
2. Nonrestrictive clauses 1 25%
Total 4 100%
100
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B Wh-clefts

B Non- restrictive clauses!

Figure (2) : Structural Presupposition Triggers in Minny's Utterances

Non-Factive Presupposition Triggers (NFPT) in Minny's Utterances

Non-factive presupposition triggerfound in Minny's utterances ar® (vhich gets
(4.76%) out of the total presupposition triggers found in the utterances.faitive verbs

'"seem' , consider , t hi n Kdctive

such as "said
presupposition in Minny'sitterances. The information that follows this type of verbs is

assumed not to be true.

Table (9: Frequency and Percentage of Occurrences of Presupposition Triggers in

Mi nnyds Utterances

No. Type of Presupposition Triggers Frequency Percentage
1. Existential presupposition 42 66.66%

2. Lexical presupposition 10 15.87%

3. Factive presupposition 4 6.34%

4, Structural presupposition 4 6.34%

5. Non-Factive presupposition 3 4.76%
Total 63 100%
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[ | Existential !
presupposition

M Lexical
presupposition

™ Factive
presupposition

Structural
presupposition

W Non-Factive
presupposition

Figure (3): Frequency and Percentage of OccurrencafsPresupposition Triggers in

Mi nnyos

Presupposition Triggers in  Hilly's

Utterances

The analysis of Miss Hilly
Holbrook's utterances was carried out by
selectinga scene in which she takes the
main lead The utterances are represented
and categorized in tables in terms of the

type and form of the presuppositions

trigger as well as the presupposed
information that are employed in the
utterances.
The Scene

The scene takes place at Miss
Leefolt's backyard where she and Miss
Hilly arranged a play date for their
Miss Hilly

discovered that Skeeter is planning to

children. A day before,

102

Utterances

support the colored people by writing an
articles to the newspaper to show her
objection towards the injustice that the
colored people are facing in Jackson.
Undoubtedly, Miss Hilly would not let this

go
complaining to Miss Leefolt about how

unnoticed, therefore, she Kkeeps

wrongful the thing Skeeter did and that her

actions will cause a irreparable damage to

Jackson society. She then turns to
Aibileen, who was working at Miss
Leefolt's house, inquiring about her

opinion in the Help Sanitation Initiative in

attempt to find out whether or not

Aibilieen is collaborating with Skeeter in
writing the articles. Moreover, she
continually mentions the advantages of her

initiative to Miss Leefolt.
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Table 6): Presupposition Triggers in Hilly's Utterancé¢Stockett, Ch 14: P.218)

fAibileen, get me a littlg Aibileen Existential Definite There is a woma

more iced tea, would yol presupposition | description called Aibileen. She i

pl ease?0 the help of Misg
Leefolt.

AAI bi deemen a little| Get Lexical Change of stat| Miss Hilly used not tg

more iced tea, would yol presupposition | verb haw iced tea.

pl ease?0

AAI bil een, g| More Lexical Iteratives Miss Hilly had some

more iced tea,would you presupposition iced tea before.

pl ease?0

AnAI bil een, g| Iced tea Existential Definite There is an iced tea.

more iced tea would you, presupposition | description

pl ease?0

AAI bil een, g| You Existential Definite Miss Hilly is

more iced tea, would/ou, presupposition | description addressing Aibileen.

pl ease?0

ifSee, whhmat 6lsfWhat Structural Wh-cleft There is something

understand 0 understad presupposition donoét wunde

inSee, thadoas !l Existential Definite The speaker (Mis

understand, 0 presupposition | description Hilly) is referring to
herself.

fAibileen, you like having| Aibileen Existential Definite There exists a woma

yourovn toil et , presupposition | description named Aibileen.

A Ai bi loeliken having| You Existential Definite Miss Hilly is

your own toi presupposition | description addressing fileen.

AAi bil een, y| You Existential Definite Miss Hilly is

your own yoa?io presupposition | description addressing Aibileen.
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A T h awtha@Governor Ros| What Structural Wh-cleft Governor Ross Barne
Barnett says is rightand you| Governor Rosq presupposition says that separating tl
canoét ar g u e| Barnett says i toilet of the colored
government . 0O |right people from the whit

ones is right.
AThat 6Govemdr 8dsy Governor Rosy Existential Definite There exists a govern(
Barnettsays is right, and yo| Barnett presupposition | description and his name is Rog
canoét ar g uhe Barnett.
government . O
AThat 6s what | Says Non-Factive Non-Factive It is not a fact tha
Barnettsaysis right, and yoy presipposition | verb separating the toilet ¢
canot argue the colored people fror
government . 0O the white ones is right.
iThat 6s what |You Existential Definite Miss Hilly is
Barnett says is right, angu presupposition | description addressing Mis:
canot argue Leefolt.
government . 0
iThat 6s what |The Existential Definite There is a government
Barnettsaysis right, and yoy government presupposition | description
canot ar g uhe
government 0
fAibileen, you wo ul | Aibileen Existential Definite There exists a woma
want to go to a school full g presupposition | description named Aibileen. She
white peopl e the help of Misg

Leefolt.
AAi bi lyeue woul | You Existential Definite Miss Hilly is
want to go to a school full g presupposition | description addressing Aibileen.
whit e peopl e,
AAi bil een, Y White people | Existential Definite There are white people
want to go to a school full @
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white people woul d presupposition | descriptio
AAi bil een, y You Existential Definite Miss Hilly is
want to go to a school full g presupposition | description addressing Aibileen.
white people, woulgou? 0
fi B Wibileeno Aibileen Existential Definite There exists a woma
presupposition | description named Aibileen.
ficolored peopleand white| Colored Existential Definite There exists a colore
people are just so people presupposition | description people.
di fferent. o
Afcol ored widte | White people | Existential Definite There exists a whit
people are just so presupposition | description people.
di fferent. o
n. . i f Skeetlf Skeeter| Counterfactual | Counterfactual | Skeeter is not going t
going to get away with thijft h i n k s | presupposition | Conditionals get away.
colored nod 0 going to get
away with this
colored
fi . . Skeetert h i n k s| Skeeter Existential Definite There exists a woma
going to get away with thi presupposition | description named Skeeter.
colored nod 0
. . i f thinkS kseheg Thinks Non-Factive Non-Factive She (Skeeter) is n(
going to get away with thi presupposition | verb going to get away witl
colored nod 0 what she did.
n. . i f Sk e e t| Getaway Lexical Implicative Skeeter was trying t
going to get awaywith this presupposition | verb get away with what sh
colored nod 0 did.
fil see you! | do! What with | Existential Definite The speaker is referrin
William running for office presupposition | description to herself.
105
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i | eeyou | do! What with| You Existential Definite Miss Hilly is
William running for office presupposition | description addressing Skeeter.
nexo 0
il s e_kedo! ywhat With| | Existential Definite Miss Hilly is referring
William running for office presupposition | descrigion to herself.
nexv 0
il s ee Ywhat with| What with| Structural Wh-question William was running
William running for office| William presupposition for office.
nexd 0 running for
office nexd
il see you! William Existential Definite There exists a ma|
William running for office presupposition | description named William.
nexov 0
fid cannot have colored | Colored Existential Definite Miss Hilly has colorec
supporting friendsin my | supporting presupposition | description supporting friends.
closed 0 friends
Al read it. 11 Existential Definite Miss Hilly is referring
satchel and | intend to tak presupposition | description to herself.
action. o
il rit.el dodind it in her| It Existential Definite The speaker (Mis
satchel and | intend ttake presupposition | description Hilly) is referring to the
action. o thing she found in th
satchel..
Al r el dodnd it in .her] | Existential Definite Miss Hilly is referring
satchel and | intend to tak presupposition | description to herself.
action. o
il r e dodnd it in her| Found Factive Factive verb There is something i
satchel and | intend to tak
106
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action. o presupposition her satchel.
il read i t her| Hersatchel Existential Definite There exists a satchel
satcheland | intend to takg presupposition | description

action. o

il read it. I Existential Definite Miss Hilly (the
satchel and intend to takeg presupposition | description speaker) is referringo
action. o herself.

il read it. Intend Non-Factive Non-Factive Miss Hilly did not take
satchel and intendto take presupposition | verb action yet.

action. o

Existential  Presupposition  Triggers existence of the mentioned entities. As a
(EPT) in Hilly's Utterances result, the listeners will consider Miss

) __ Hilly's connections with these people and
The analgis of presupposition - _
) \ \ institutionsas something taken for granted
triggers in Hilly's utterances reveals that o
_ ) - ] and that she is indeed a powerful person
the existential presupposition triggers have y N
. with high authorities.
been used 28) with a percentage of

occurrences 73.68%) which makes it the Lexical Presupposition Triggers (LPT) in
most used type among the other typesof Hi | | yés Utterances

presupposition triggers. Misdilly in the _
According to the tables above,
above utterances expresses throughout the _ N
_ _ _ Hilly has used lexical presupposition
use of EPTthat she is a person with high i . ]
N _triggers @) times with a percentage of
authorities and that what she says is i
occurrences?89%%). The forms ofiexical
already proven true. Therefore, there are - )
_ presuppositiontriggers {(PT) employed
excessive uses for names of people and i
are change of state verb(CSV) (1) with

institutions that work for governmental
percentage of occurrences{33 33%)

organi zations such as 00Go Ross
] |mpI|cat|ve verbs (I_l) (33 33%) |terat|ve
Barnett o, 0t he Government h a I's to say,

(1) (3.3!). Theuse CSV is an indicato

Miss Hilly committed herself to the
that there is a change in the situations
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mentioned by Miss Hilly. She mostly  According to her, the fact that she is the
attributes these changes (the positive one) one who helped to accomplish these

to her efforts and her hard work achievements shoulcetiaken for granted.

Table®6) : Lexi cal Presupposition Triggers in
No. | Lexical presupposition triggers Frequency Percentage
1. Change of state verbs 1 33.32%
2. Implicative verbs 1 33.3
3. Iteratives 1 33.33%
Total 3 100%

M Change of state verb M Implicative verbs M Iteratives

Figure (4 : Lexi cal Presupposition Triggers
Structur al Presupposition Triggers (SPT) in
The structur al presupposition tBiwighger s t

percentage of occurrence3.§%6). The forms of SPT presupposition triggers that are
employed by Hilly aréVh-cleft (2) (66.68%),wh-questions(1) (33.33%). Regularly, SPT
are used to presuppose that a certain part of a sentence structure is assumed to be true.
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Table (7): Structural Presupposition Triggers in Hilly's Utterances

No. | Structural presupposition triggers Frequency Percentage

1. Wh-clefts 2 66.66/%

2. Wh-questions 1 33.3
Total 3 100%

B Wh-clefts

B Wh-questions

Non-Factive Presupposition Triggers in triggers have beemsed only one timeith
Hillyés Utterances a percentage of occurrenc@s63%) which

) N ) make themhe least frequently used types.
The NonFactive presupposition triggers
_ Conventionally, this type of presupposition
found in Hilly®wthutterances ar
is used to denote facts, and it triggers by
percentage of occurrence&&%0). As the
o ] N the existence of factive verbs. That is to
name implies, Notfractivepresupposition _
- . say, what come after those verbs is
denotes NotFactive information. . _
assumed to be fact. Surely, Miss Hilly

Factive Presupposition Triggers in employs this typeto fulfill her goals of

Hillyés Utterances disparaging the colored help.

According to the analysis of
presupposition triggers i n Hi ll yods

utterances, the factive presuppositions

109

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES \




Volume:; 11, Issue: 4, October-December 2021

Table@ : Frequency and Percentage of Occurrenc:
Utterances

No. Type of Presupposition Triggers Frequency Percentage

1. Existential presupposition 28 65.17%

2. Lexical presupposition 3 13.83%

3. Structural presupposition 3 9.82%

4, Non-Factive presupposition 3 4.46%

5. Factive presupposition 1 3.12%

Total 38 100%

Findings and Discussions governmental organizations. That is to say,

. Miss Hilly committed herself to the
After analyzing the utterances of _ _ N
existence of the mentioned entities. As a
the two characters thas been found that _ _ _ _
) ) ) y result, the listeners will consider Miss
Minny ,who is portrayed as a wisecracking . _ _
_ ) ] Hilly's connections with these people and
black maid hasemployed the existential o .
- ) . institutions as something taken for granted
presupposition triggers in her o
) ) and that she is indeed a powerful person
utterancegf2) times with percentage y N
) | with high authorities.
(66.68%0). The way Minny employs this
type of trigger also reflects her Moreover, the anaylsis eveals
commitment tothe existence of white that the second most highly used type of
people superiority over black people. presupposition triggers by the two
However, the case is different for Hilly characters is the lexical trigger®n the
Holbrook as she employs this type of individual level, Minny is the one with the
triggers for totally different goals. The highest number of utterances with LPT
existential presupposition triggers have (10) (15.87%)and Hilly with the least
appeared in her utterance28) with frequentoccurring LPT a they occurred
percentage of occurrenceg368%). For only (3) times. Lexical presupposition
instance, as we have seen in the analysis of triggers can take distinct formsuch as
her utteranceshe excessively uses names change of state verb (CSV)teratives,

of people and institutions that work for  implicative verbsetc. Noticeably the most
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frequently used form inthevoc h ar a c t ewowddbe interpreted by the listener as

utterances is thehange of state verlas it
i nutterbhices n(9) dngth

percentage of occurrence9006) the

occurs

frequent use of CSV is an indication that
there is a change in the situations as
mentioned by the speakeAs for Miss
Hilly Holbrook; the total numbepof LPT
in her utterances is Y3(7.89%) As
mentioned earlier, there are different forms
of lexical triggers a nd i n
utterances,we can find three forms of
these triggers namely CS$SViteratives,
Other types

presupposition triggrs alsoappearedin

implicative  verbs. of
the utterances of the two characters such as
structural presupposition triggerghich
occurred in Minny utterances (4) times
with percentage (6.34%) taking distinct
forms such asVh-clefts @) (75%), non
restrictive clauses (1(25%). On the other
hand, i n Fsi Uttergndesthis type
occurred(3) times taking the form of Wh

cleft (2) and whquestion (1).

As for Minny, it is clearly evident
that she employs SPT to reflect on the
unfortunate events she encountered due to
Mi s s  Hiisthlewodssallegations. To
illustrate, as mentioned earlier, in one of
her utterances she stated, ®m r e al
boutwh at ', whare she uses the wh
cleft construction to presuppose the truth
of the information that comes after this
the utterance
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construction. Therefore,

something already known to be the case
and the presupposed information would be
"Minny did says o met hi ng t.o Mi ss
That is

employed SPT to convey the misiane

to say, Minny successfully
events that she went throug¥iss Hilly,

on the other handagain employed this
type for merely showing off and attracting

the attention ofthe other partyin a way

Hithat shé san make them believe in her

popularity and authoritiesFinally, the

types
presupposition triggersare the factive

least fequent occurring of
presuppositions triggers and the Non
Factive presupposition triggeglinny has
employed the factive presupposition
triggers in her utterances four time with
percentage of occurrences 6.34%).
Conventionally, this type of presupposition

is used to denote facts, and it triggers by

the existence of factive verbdn these

times, Minnyattempted tomention some

facts that could support heargument
against Miss Hilly. Miss Hilly, on the

other land, used this type onlgne time

with percentage 2(63%) which is
considered to be tHeast occurring type in

her utterancesThe last used type of
presuppositiortriggers isthe NonFactive
trisgé)egsv(/here itoccurred (3) times in both

@ d u tHt Asithen c e s .

name suggests, the NFPT is primarily used

Mi nnyos

to denotaon factive information
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CONCLUSION

After analyzing presuppositions

fombot h Minny's and
the results reveal that tHeequently used
type of presupposition trggers is the
existential presupposition triggeby both

of the characters.The two characters
employed this type in different contexts
and for various purposesor Minny, she
mostly employed this typeot commit
herself to the existence of the mentioned
ertities that can helgher convinceMiss
Celia that Miss Hilly is indeed a vicious
person. As for Hilly, whas introduced in
the novel as a white arrogant womahe
successfully used this type t&how the
white community superiority over the
black communi. Even in the white
community itself, she misses no chance to
show how her high social status as well as
continually bragging about her connection
with people from government so that no
can show an objection to her projects and
plans concerning separatitige white and

black communities. Therefore, she uses
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this type of triggers in a way that can serve
her interests. Toput differently; we can
say that each one of the characters has
employed the Ellg"l'E ';[o ecrreaamendi?feere%t
presupposition and to achieve driat
goals. The findings also show that the
second most employed type of
presupposition triggers by both of the
characters is the lexical triggers wi){).
Finally, the researcher has fouridat the
least occurring type of presupposition
triggersin Minny's utterances is the Non
Factive presupposition triggenshich can

be attributed to her attempts to reveal the
truth without mentioning any misleading
information. On the other hand, the least
frequently used type of presupposition
triggers by Hily is he factive
presuppositions triggemshich occurs only
one time.In a word,we can say thathe
two characters employ various types of
presupposition triggersThese types have
been used to serve different
communicative goals and fmass different
information producemore convincing and

comprehensible speech.
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